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TOPIC DETAILS

Recordkeeping While DEA requires records to be kept for two years, California law requires that you keep all controlled
drug-related records for a minimum of three years from the last patient visit, therefore you must adhere to
the three-year requirement.

Biennial Inventory You must compile an inventory reconciliation report of all federal Schedule II controlled substances at
least every three months.  The biennial inventory of controlled substances required by federal law may
serve as one of the mandated inventories under this section in the year where the federal biennial
inventory is performed, provided the biennial inventory was taken no more than three months from the last
inventory.  California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 1715.65 (c)

CA Veterinary
Medical
Professional
License

Renew every two years.
Temporary licenses are available.

State License California does not require DEA registrant practitioners to obtain a second state controlled substance
license, just a DEA registration and an active Veterinary Medical Professional License to practice in
California.

CA pharmacy
license

If the facility is dispensing it should obtain a pharmacy license from the CA State Board of Pharmacy.

https://www.pharmacy.ca.gov/applicants/phy.shtml

Telemedicine A VCPR cannot be established solely by telephonic or electronic means.  (16 CCR § 2032.1(e)) It is
unprofessional conduct for a veterinarian to administer, prescribe, dispense or furnish a drug, medicine,
appliance, or treatment of whatever nature for the prevention, cure, or relief of a wound, fracture or bodily
injury or disease of an animal without having first established a veterinarian-client-patient relationship with
the animal patient or patients and the client, except where the patient is a wild animal or the owner is
unknown.
Telemedicine shall be conducted within an existing VCPR [except in emergencies]. For purposes of this
section,“telemedicine” shall mean the mode of delivering animal health care services via communication
technologies to facilitate consultation, treatment, and care management of the patient.  (16 CCR §
2032.1(f))
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VCPR A veterinarian-client-patient relationship shall be established by the following:
1. The client has authorized the veterinarian to assume responsibility for making medical
judgments regarding the health of the animal, including the need for medical treatment;
2. The veterinarian has sufficient knowledge of the animal(s) to initiate at least a general or
preliminary diagnosis of the medical condition of the animal(s). This means that the veterinarian is
personally acquainted  with the care of the animal(s) by virtue of an examination of the animal or by
medically appropriate and timely visits to the premises where the animals are kept; and
3. The veterinarian has assumed responsibility for making medical judgments regarding the health
of the animal and has communicated with the client a course of treatment appropriate to the circumstance
(16 CCR § 2032.1).

A VCPR may continue to exist, in the absence of client communication when:
1. A VCPR was established with an original veterinarian, and another designated veterinarian

serves in the absence of the original veterinarian;
2. The designated veterinarian has assumed responsibility for making medical judgments

regarding the health of the animal;
3. The designated veterinarian has sufficient knowledge of the animal(s) to initiate at least a

general or preliminary diagnosis of the medical condition of the animal(s). This means that
the veterinarian is personally acquainted with the care  of the animal(s) by virtue of an
examination of the  animal(s) or by medically appropriate and timely visits to the premises
where the animals are kept, or has consulted with the veterinarian who established the
VCPR; and

4. The designated veterinarian has continued the medical, treatment, diagnostic and/or
therapeutic plan as was set forth and documented in the medical record by the original
veterinarian (16 CCR §2032.15).

Veterinary
Assistant
Controlled
Substances Permit
(VACSP)

VACSP holders or permit holders are approved by the Board to obtain and administer controlled
substances in an animal hospital setting (i.e. veterinary premises required to be registered with the Board)
and under supervision of the Premises Licensee Manager.

In order for veterinary assistants to obtain or administer controlled substances, veterinary assistants must
hold a Veterinary Assistant Controlled Substances Permit (VACSP) issued by the Board. Link to BreEZe (or
link to www.vmb.ca.gov to file a paper application) to apply for a VACSP.

CURES 2.0 As of 1/1/22, all data reporters that submit prescription dispensation data
to www.aaicures.com were required to register with the Bamboo Health PMP Clearinghouse. Effective
2/9/22, all reporting must be made through the PMP Clearinghouse system.

Mandatory use does not apply to veterinarians.
Registering is the only requirement for veterinarians unless you dispense controlled substances to clients.

If a veterinarian dispenses controlled substances, California Health and Safety Code section 11165(d)
requires that a dispensation report be submitted to CURES within seven days. Online submission is the
only form of submission.
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CURES 2.0 users are required to renew their accounts on an annual basis. Users receive renewal
notifications on the renewal date and 30 days after the user’s one-year renewal date.

Each controlled substance security prescription form used for prescribing on or after that date must
include a unique serialized number in an approved format (Health & Safety Code, § 11162.1, subdivision
(a)(15)).

No person shall prescribe a controlled substance on or after that date, nor fill, compound, or dispense a
prescription for a controlled substance written on or after that date, without this security feature (Health &
Safety Code, § 11164, subdivision (a)).

You are required to report loss or theft of prescription forms within three days of discovery. After you have
filed a police report and have the report number, log into your CURES account and report the loss or theft.
For additional information, contact the Security Prescription Printer Program at SecurityPrinter@doj.ca.gov

https://oag.ca.gov/cures

Prescribing &
Dispensing

Veterinarians are the only health care professionals who are legally allowed to prescribe, dispense
or furnish dangerous drugs to animals, after meeting certain requirements such as establishing a VCPR.
Section 2032.1 of the California Code of Regulations

Section 4170 of the B&P code states: no prescriber shall dispense drugs or dangerous devices to patients
in his or her office or place of practice unless all of the following conditions are met:

(1) The dangerous drugs are dispensed to the prescriber’s own patient.
(2) The dangerous drugs or dangerous devices are necessary in the treatment of the condition for
which the prescriber is attending the patient.
(3) The prescriber does not keep a pharmacy, open shop, or drugstore, advertised or otherwise, for the
retailing of dangerous drugs, dangerous devices, or poisons.
(4) The prescriber fulfills all of the labeling requirements imposed upon pharmacists
by Section 4076, all of the recordkeeping requirements of this chapter, and all of the packaging
requirements of good pharmaceutical practice, including the use of childproof containers.
(5) The prescriber does not use a dispensing device unless he or she personally owns the device and
the contents of the device, and personally dispenses the dangerous drugs or dangerous devices to the
patient packaged, labeled, and recorded in accordance with paragraph (4).
(6) The prescriber, prior to dispensing, offers to give a written prescription to the patient that the
patient may elect to have filled by the prescriber or by any pharmacy.
(7) The prescriber provides the patient with written disclosure that the patient has
a choice between obtaining the prescription from the dispensing prescriber or obtaining the
prescription at a pharmacy of the patient’s choice.

According to B&P Sections 4170 (6) and (7) it is the client’s right to get the prescription
filled at the pharmacy of their choosing whether that be from the veterinarian or from the
local pharmacy or an Internet pharmacy.

Ownership In California, any person can own a veterinary practice; however, premise permits can only be issued to a
California licensed veterinarian who is designated as the licensee manager.
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Permits California law requires veterinary practice owners to register their premise with the California VMB
regardless of practice type.

Premise permits can only be issued to a California licensed veterinarian who is designated as the licensee
manager. The licensee manager acts
for and on behalf of the licensed premise, and is responsible for management of the registered premise.

The California Business and Professions (B&P) Code Section 4853 specifically states that a premise
permit is required in any premise where “veterinary medicine, veterinary dentistry, veterinary surgery, and
the various branches thereof is being practiced.” According to the law, the definition of a “premise”
includes “a building, kennel, mobile unit, or vehicle.”

The Minimum Standards of Veterinary Practice can be found in the California Code of Regulations, Title 16,
Sections 2030-2032

CE Veterinarians: must complete 36 units (36 hours) during each two-year license renewal cycle.

RVT’s: must complete 20 units (20 hours) of CE during each two-year license renewal cycle.

CE hours must be earned two years prior to your license expiration date. For example, if your license
expires on January 31, 2022, you can accrue CE hours earned between February 1, 2020 and January 31,
2022. CE courses taken outside of your renewal window cannot count towards license renewal.

If you do not complete CE by your license expiration date, you may renew as inactive or wait to renew until
you have completed the hours. Waiting to renew your license until you have completed the CE hours will
result in your license expiring and becoming delinquent. Licensees with an inactive or delinquent status
must cease practice until such time as they complete the 36 hours of approved CE. It is ILLEGAL to
practice veterinary medicine in California with an inactive or expired license.
Exemptions: Veterinarians and RVTs are not required to obtain CE for their first license renewal [California
BPC, section 4846.5(d) for veterinarians and CCR, Title 16, Section 2086.1(d) for RVTs].

Licensees are required to retain course completion certificates for a period of four years pursuant to the
CCR Title 16, Sections 2085.9(b) for veterinarians and 2086.8(a) for RVTs.

https://cvma.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Continuing-Education-FAQ.pdf
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Information and Resources

FEDERAL:
Drug Enforcement Administration,  Los Angeles Division
255 E. Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Phone: (213) 621-6700

Drug Enforcement Administration,  San Francisco Division
450 Golden Gate Ave.
P.O. Box 36035
San Francisco, CA 94102
Phone: (415) 436-7900

Drug Enforcement Administration,  San Diego Division
4560 Viewridge Avenue
San Diego, CA 92123-1672
Phone: (858) 616-4100

Federal Law: www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov
Controlled Substances Act: 21 USC 801 – 904 
Code of Federal Regulations: 21 CFR Part 1300 – 1399 
NDC drug: www.fda.gov/Drugs/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/UCM070829

Diversion Control Division:  https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/schedules/

STATE:
California Veterinary Medical Board website www.vmb.ca.gov
California Pharmacy Board website www.pharmacy.ca.gov
CURES ag.ca.gov/bne/cures.phpp 
NDC drug number www.fda.gov/Drugs/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/UCM070829
Diversion Control Division https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/schedules/

California Law: www.leginfo.ca.gov or www.oal.ca.gov
Veterinary Practice Act, Business & Professions Code section 4800 - 4917
Veterinary Medical Board Regulations, Title 16 Code of Regulations sections 2000 - 2085.13
Pharmacy Laws, Business & Professions Code section 4000 through 4426.
Pharmacy Board Regulations, Title 16 Code of Regulations sections 1700-1795
Controlled Substances Act, Health and Safety Code section 11000-11717
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